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Dr. Kelly Richmond Pope is the Dr. Barry Jay Epstein 
Endowed Professor of Accounting at DePaul University 
and a nationally recognized expert in fraud, corporate 
governance, risk management, and ethical decision-
making. A licensed CPA, she is the author of the national 
bestseller Fool Me Once: Scams, Stories, and Secrets 
from the Trillion-Dollar Fraud Industry (Harvard Business 
Review Press) and director/producer of the award-winning 
documentary All the Queen’s Horses, which examines one 
of the largest municipal frauds in U.S. history.

Dr. Pope’s research, teaching, and public commentary focus 
on fraud prevention, scams and schemes, white-collar crime, 
whistleblowing, financial accounting misconduct, audit 
quality, corporate governance, ethical decision-making, 
entrepreneurship, and the future of higher education. She is 
a frequent speaker and media commentator on the human 
behavior behind fraud and misconduct, helping organizations 
understand how trust, incentives, organizational culture, 
and governance influence decision-making, risk, and 
accountability.

Her work and commentary have been featured by 
Bloomberg, CNBC, BBC, NPR, TED, Big Think, and The 
Wall Street Journal.

In addition to her academic work, Dr. Pope serves on the 
boards of the Greater Chicago Food Depository, where she 
chairs the audit committee, Field Fastener, a global provider 
of inventory management and supply chain solutions, and 
the Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE), an 
affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce focused on 
entrepreneurship and anti-corruption initiatives worldwide. 
In 2023, Governor JB Pritzker appointed her to the Illinois 
Money Laundering in Real Estate Task Force.

Before entering academia, Dr. Pope worked for KPMG, 
leading engagements for public, private, regulated, and 
nonprofit organizations.

A nationally recognized 
authority on fraud, corporate 
governance, and the human 
behavior behind financial 
misconduct.



Topics & Credentials
Dr. Pope speaks to the why behind fraud — the psychology, incentives, and culture that lead good 
people to cross the line. Available for interviews, expert commentary, panels, and keynotes.

Greater Chicago Food Depository
Board member and chair of the audit committee.

Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE)
Board member — a U.S. Chamber of Commerce affiliate 
advancing entrepreneurship and anti-corruption worldwide.

Field Fastener
Board member.

Illinois Money Laundering in Real Estate Task Force
Appointed by Gov. JB Pritzker. 2023

DePaul University
Dr. Barry Jay Epstein Endowed Professor of Forensic 
Accounting.

KPMG
Before entering academia, led engagements for public, 
private, regulated, and nonprofit organizations.

Licensed CPA
Certified Public Accountant.
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Red Flag Mania
Puts students in the middle of a 
true-crime case so they can think, 
decide, and act.

Helios Digital Learning
Education media company that 
uses stories to teach students and 
professionals to strengthen their 
ethical decision-making.

V E N T U R E S

Fool Me Once
Scams, Stories, and Secrets from the 
Trillion-Dollar Fraud Industry 
National bestseller · Harvard Business 
Review Press

B O O K S F I L M

All the Queen’s Horses
Award-winning documentary examining 
one of the largest municipal frauds in 
U.S. history.

Book or interview Kelly.
For media requests, interviews, and speaking inquiries, 
reach out through the website. Based in Chicago; avail-
able worldwide.

Online: kellyrichmondpope.com/contact

Phone: 919-672-9697


